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• 6 -17% increase in water consumption  

• 7 -155% pasture land 

• 6 - 59% crop land 







The World Economic Forum’s annual risk report ranks 

water crises as #1 global risk in terms of impact. 



• Stalling of planned power plants 

• Heavy opposition by other water users  

• Inflation in food and commodity prices 

• Expected adjustments of water 

allocation/regulation  

• Insurance and Finance costs and concerns 

Low flows and the bottom line? 



Supply chain scrutiny 

• NGO questions and awareness 

• Reputations in question 

• Investor warnings 

• Stewardship claims challenged 

• Dependence and risk recognised 



Stranded assets (drying and drowning) 

• Value at Risk 

• Investor warnings 

• Shareholder concerns 

• Higher costs to secure water 

• Legacy of bad interventions 



Investors 



Matrix of water-related risks 



Investors  

70% - one or more water-related 

risk could substantively affect 

their business 
 

Two thirds of risks expected to 

impact both direct operations 

(65%) and supply chains (62%) 

in next five years. 
 

 Only 6% of have targets or goals 

for community engagement, 4% 

for supply chain, 3% for 

watershed management, 1% for 

transparency, and NO 

respondents set goals around 

public policy 

 

 



Group Discussion 1 

 

What will these trends and our global water 

future mean for business? How does a 

company operate in a world of water 

scarcity? Do you have 

perspectives/concerns/opinions about this 

issue? 



Shared Risk 

Corporate 

• Physical 

• Reputation 

• Regulation 
 

Economic value 

Government 

• Phy/bio-physical 

• Social / economic 

• Institutional 
 

Political 

ex. WWF 

• Bio-physical 

• People 

• Governance 
 

Ecosystem health 

Neighboring up? 



What are companies doing? 

• Development of 

baseline data 



What are companies doing? 



  www.waterriskfilter.org  

Assessing exposure 
to water related 
risks, covering all 
industries and all 
countries in the 
world  
 

The Water Risk Filter 



Number of production units 

Risk to value at Risk 



Drive risk 

awareness 

among global 

companies  
 

Highlight 

water’s role in 

basin 

economies 
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WWF . Better Earth . Better Business. 

Connection to flows? 
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Kafue Flats – Economic Engine for Zambia 



Zambezi River, Zambia 



Geographic Risks along the Kafue 



Livelihoods & Ecosystem  

Function 

Agriculture &  

Agro-processing 

Lusaka Industrial &  

Domestic 

Hydropower & Mining 

Key Risk Narratives  
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