Kevin Mayes
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
April 29, 2015



Texas Water Rights Primer

A Surface water rights issued in perpetuity
A Prior appropriation and riparian doctrine

A Since 1985, special conditions added for
environmental flow protection

A No new permits can be granted for
environmental flows

A Several basins over-appropriated
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Texas Water Rights Timeline
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Texas Water Rights Primer

AGroundwater pumped unde
I no connection to surface water rights
permitting

A Groundwater Conservation Districts set up by
legislature in some areas of the state T not all
parts of all aquifers

A Some aquifers over-drafted severely (e.g.
Ogalalla)



