Officers and Regions
The 2006-2008 IFC officers are President, President-elect, and Secretary-Treasurer. Within the current U.S./Canadian structure there are five regions. These include four regions of the United States and one region of Canadian provinces. A regional director elected from each region, the past president, and two at-large directors serve on the executive committee with the IFC officers.

President:  Hal Beecher

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

600 Capital Way North

Olympia, WA  98501-1091

phone: (360) 902-2421

e-mail: beechhab@dfw.wa.gov 
President-elect: Peter Aarrestad 
Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT  06106

Phone: (860) 424-3474
e-mail: peter.aarrestad@po.state.ct.us

Secretary-Treasurer:  Chris Goudreau

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission

645 Fish Hatchery Road

Marion, NC  28752

phone: (828) 652-4360

e-mail: chris.goudreau@ncwildlife.org

Past President: Allan Locke

Alberta Fish and Wildlife Division

Box 1420, Provincial Building

Cochrane, Alberta  T4C 1B4

phone: (403) 851-2203

e-mail: allan.locke@gov.ab.ca

Region 1 Director:  Paul Dey

Wyoming Game and Fish Department

5400 Bishop Blvd

Cheyenne, WY  82006

Phone: (307) 777-4505

e-mail: paul.dey@wgf.state.wy.us

Region 1: AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NM, NV, OR, UT, WA, WY

Region 2 Director:  Gary Whelan

Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

Fisheries Division, Box 30446

Lansing, MI 48909

Phone: (517) 373-6948

e-mail: whelang@michigan.gov

Region 2: IA, IL, IN, KS, MI, MN, MO, ND, NE, OH, SD, WI

Region 3 Director:  Ron Ahle

South Carolina Department of Natural Resources

P.O. Box 167

[image: image1.bmp]Columbia, SC  29202

Phone: (803) 734-2728

e-mail: ahler@dnr.sc.gov

Region 3: AL, AR, FL, GA, KY, LA, MS, NC, OK, SC, TN, TX, VA, WV

Region 4 Director:  Mark Woythal

New York Department of Environmental Conservation

625 Broadway, 5th Floor

Albany, NY  12233

Phone: (518) 402-8847

e-mail: mswoytha@gw.dec.state.ny.us

Region 4: CT, DE, MA, MD, ME, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT

Region 5 Director:  Ron Ptolemy

Ecosystems Branch, WLAP

P.O. Box 9363 STN PROV GOVT

Victoria, BC, Canada  V8W 9M2

phone: (250) 356-7054

e-mail: ron.ptolemy@gov.bc.ca

Region 5: AB, BC, MB, NB, NFLD, NS, NT, ON, PEI, PQ, SK, YT

Director At Large:  Christopher Estes
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Alaska Department of Fish and Game

333 Raspberry Road

Anchorage, AK  99518-1599

phone: (907) 267-2142

e-mail: christopher_estes@fishgame.state.ak.us

Director At Large:  Tom Annear

Wyoming Game and Fish Department
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5400 Bishop Blvd

Cheyenne, WY  82006

Phone: 307-777-4559

e-mail: Tom.Annear@wgf.state.wy.us



Formation

The Instream Flow Council (IFC) originated in 1998 as one of the products of the National Instream Flow Program Assessment (NIFPA), which brought together the instream flow coordinators of fish and wildlife agencies from every state in the United States for the purpose of assessing the weaknesses, strengths and challenges of each state’s instream flow program.  IFC includes U.S. states and provinces and territories in Canada and is a growing and productive organization. 

Structure

The IFC is a non-profit [501(c)(3)] organization that represents the interests of state (U.S.) and provincial (Canada) fish and wildlife management agencies dedicated to improving the effectiveness of their instream flow programs.  It consists of a Governing Council of appointed instream flow representatives of these agencies. Please see IFC’s web page (www.instreamflowcouncil.org) for more information.

Vision
The vision of the IFC is that each stream and river in Canada and the United States would have instream flows that sustain important ecological processes.

Mission
The mission of the IFC is to improve the effectiveness of state and provincial instream flow programs and administrators in protecting, maintaining, and restoring aquatic ecosystems.

Principles
The IFC holds that instream flow management must include the following principles:


Long-term sustainability as a fundamental value;


Clear and specific management goals; 


Sound ecological models as a basis of understanding the structure and function of streams; 


An understanding of the complexity and interconnectedness of stream ecosystems;


A recognition of the dynamic character of stream systems and the organisms that reside therein;  


Close attention to context and scale of instream flow issues;


Acknowledgment of humans as an ecosystem component; and

· A commitment to adaptability, practicality and accountability.
Goals
IFC recently completed its first Strategic Plan, which will help chart its course through 2010. The following goals guide IFC activities:

· Help state, provincial, and territorial fish and wildlife management agencies establish, maintain, and administer effective programs for quantification, protection, and restoration of instream flows for aquatic resources.

· Promote sound instream flow science.

· Encourage and facilitate the regular exchange of information among all levels of instream flow scientists, natural resource administrators, and aquatic resource managers.

· Increase general public awareness and understanding of instream flow issues and state/provincial stewardship responsibilities so as to stimulate action and support of instream flow protection/enhancement.

· Maintain or improve the effectiveness of IFC’s structure and function.

Services and Benefits
The role of fish and wildlife management agencies and, particularly the science of instream flows, has evolved considerably over the past 20 years and continues to evolve rapidly today. By virtue of its members’ expertise and involvement, the IFC is at the forefront of today’s issues and challenges concerning instream flow quantification and administration.  IFC functions at the request, and for the benefit, of its members (and their associated commissions and directors) in meeting current and future challenges, and grasping new opportunities to become more effective at achieving their respective objectives. Some of the IFC assistance available to member agencies includes:

· Information sharing among states/provinces 

· Technical assistance on policies, programs, assessments, projects

· Advocacy on instream flow issues at a multi-state, multi-province or national level 

· Assistance with legal strategies or developing/improving legislation

· Educational materials on instream flow science and policy

· Scientific publications 

· Assistance with training opportunities
· Conflict resolution
State and Provincial Fish and Wildlife Agencies Working to Solve Instream Flow Problems
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In members’ words…


IFC is a tremendous vehicle for me, both professionally and personally, to share and build my experience, passion, and vision for protecting riverine resources in Idaho.


   - Cindy Robertson, Fisheries Program Manager, Idaho


The IFC is made up of some of the most dedicated and knowledgeable natural resource professionals I have ever met.  We deal not only with flow quantification techniques and methods, but also about many ecologic, legal, and public policy aspects of instream flow issues. 


- Chris Goudreau, Hydro Relic. Coord., North Carolina


IFC provides managers quick access to a highly technical group that deals with instream flow and related issues, and who can provide advice on dealing with most problems we face.


- John Biagi, Assistant Fisheries Chief, Georgia


No other organization is as valuable to me as IFC.


     - Kerry Bledsoe, Fishery Biologist, West Virginia








